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career. I talked to him some and
worked on their trucks when
they came down the motor pool
to get something fixed. I was
shocked and sad about his death
and it made me want to PCS
back to Ft. Campbell to fight

next to my brothers because
those people I served with at Ft.
Campbell my last two deploy-
ments were like my family. I
can't really recall him teaching
me anything, but I can say that
he was a good soldier.”
His attitude was one of the

best things about him, accord-
ing to f e l l ow so ld i e r Ian

Damber.
“I never saw him angry,” he

said. “Actually, I don’t think I
ever saw him frown. He taught
me how to not take things for
granted if I look back now. He
never complained about any-
thing.”
Catlett’s passion carried over

into his everyday life, as well.

“As a person, Matt at times
was quiet, but he also possessed
this rare enthusiasm for every-
thing he became passionate
about,” said friend Jason Mar-
cel. “If I could say anything to
Matt now, it would be that I
miss him and that I'm proud of
him – very proud. And not just
for his sacrifice, but proud that

he had the courage to go after
what he wanted in life. Proud
that for a 13 year old kid who
didn't have much to start with,
he really pulled himself up and
beyond obstacles that a lot of us
would not have been able to
overcome.”
Catlett is survived by his wife,

Brytnee, and his two daughters,

Ryann and Stephanie.
“If I could, I would tell him

that his family and friends are
proud of him and his legacy will
live on forever,” said Rodgers. “I
never heard one bad thing about
Matthew – only good things.
He has inspired and touched so
many people that his memory
will last a lifetime.”
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towering 30-foot tall Acacia
tree, which customers now
dine under in the same manner
as the lions on the safari, serves
as the center pillar of fire and

light in the eatery.
Twelve hefty light fixtures

surround the focal point and
transform into different shades
of the rainbow, representing
the 12 tribes of Israel. In order
to symbolize Christianity, in
addition to Judaism, Friedman

strategically buried 12 Bibles
under the restaurant’s base.
With his spiritual back-

ground inmind, Friedman says
the purpose of his restaurant is
simple: to pray for the peace of
Jerusalem and to represent Ju-
daism Christianity.

Friedman says his inspira-
tion for the restaurant stems
from his South African her-
itage.
The patterns in the table vis-

ibly resemble the skin of the
rhinoceros. The stained wood
chairs distinctly appear in the

fashion of zebra stripes. Even
the outline of the carpet, dark
and circular in style, bears a re-
semblance to grass.
The restaurant gets its name

from the spice peli peli, also re-
ferred to as piri piri. It is a sea-
soning that was discovered by

the Portuguese more than five
centuries ago in South Africa,
the owner explained.
“My cuisine is an explosion

of flavor from South Africa
rather than something that’s
just spicy and hot,” he said. “It’s
the fusion of two continents.”
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sidewalk, very little shoulder and
surrounded by ditches on both
sides.
“Webelieve Shanicewas in the

main lane, there is no evidence to
show that the vehicle left the
road way,” Lieutenant Coleman,
an officer associated with the in-
vestigation, said.
Coleman said that there

would have been tire marks in
the grass if the vehicle had in fact
left the road.
Still, Coleman explained that

even walking on the shouldered
side of a road is still considered
the “main lane”.
Coleman explained that in the

state of Texas, pedestrians are re-
quired to walk towards oncom-
ing traffic rather than with it.

The four pedestrians, he noted,
were not following this law.
Still, the mother of Shanice

Jackson, Shantell Natt, wanted
to know “how is it legal for that
man to drive off like that after
hitting four people?”
According to the Harris

County Sheriff ’sOffice, the driv-
er did technically leave the scene
from their reports, but he did not
engage in a hit and run.
“No the driver did not leave

the scene of the accident. What
the driver did, was he did strike
something in the road and he
knew that, he knew he had
struck something in the road,
and he drove down a ways until
he found a driveway that he
could turn around in. He turned
around and came back. So there
was never an instance where the
driver FSGI (Failure to Stop and

Give Information) or attempted
to leave the scene.
“He said he didn’t know what

he struck, so he wanted to come
back to see what it was. So he
turned his vehicle around to
come back and see. He was back
before the first unit arrived on
scene.”
The first turnaround on

Windfern Road is approximately
1,000 feet from the accident
scene.
There are witness claims that

place the driver being gone any-
where from ten to 15 minutes.
Ball is one of thesewitnesses.The
nursing assistant is another.
Coleman said that people’s

sense of time is an unreliable
source of information amidst a
crisis.
“You have to put into consid-

eration Meghan Ball had just

gone through a traumatic event.
So how accurate are her times,
thirty seconds may have seemed
liked thirty minutes to Meghan,
I don’t know?
“The original call came

through at 9:09 p.m.,” Coleman
said.
Although, the nurse assistant,

the alleged original caller, said she
called much earlier than that.
She believes her 911 call was
placed around 8:30 p.m..
Even theHSCO’s press release

states an earlier time than the
9:09 printed on the police re-
port. The original press release
claims that sheriff ’s were notified
at 8:26 p.m..
Coleman explained that this is

likely a clerical error and that the
time included in the accident re-
port is the more accurate time.
Currently, phone records are

being gathered from the nursing
assistant as well as other by-
standers to corroborate a more
precise time of the initial 911
call.
The answer to this question

could play a significant role in
determining the driving condi-
tions that led to this accident.
The report lists the lighting con-
ditions at the time of the acci-
dent as “dark/not lighted”.
It was an overcast and rainy

evening, and at 9:09 p.m. this
would be an accurate report.
However, if the police report is
incorrect, and the accident hap-
pened somewhere between 8
p.m. and 8:30 p.m., the time
that witnesses and victims be-
lieved the accident happend,
then the lighting conditions
would be different. Even with
the overcast sky, on July 2, the

sun set around 9 p.m.
The press release also said that

neither alcohol nor drugs were a
factor, but the police report
shows that no “specimen” was
given from the driver.
Shantell Natt said she wanted

to know why the driver was not
tested for anything, but her de-
ceased daughter was tested for
both alcohol and drugs through
a blood sample at the hospital.
Coleman said that Shanice’s

testing is standard protocol. In-
vestigators are awaiting results
from the hospital
Attorney Don Worley said

that regardless of all the peripher-
al details, “this does not sound
like the actions of a reasonable
and prudent driver. The fact that
the driver left the scene of the ac-
cident at all is cause enough for
further investigation.”
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Thanks to generous com-
munity individuals, busi-
nesses and organizations,
Lone Star College-CyFair
o f fe r s many scholar sh ip
opportunities with varying
requirements and award
amounts.
“Applying for LSC-Cy-

Fair scholarships is easy.
Download the scholarship
application and two refer-
e n c e e v a l u a t i on f o rms ,
which can also be picked
up at the financial aid of-
fice or be mailed to you,”
said Lina Quintero, LSC-
CyFair scholarship advisor.
“Then complete a l l sec-
t ions of the appl icat ion
and turn it in along with
the completed reference

evaluations to me by the
Oct. 1 deadline.”
Th e a p p l i c a t i o n a n d

evaluation forms as well as
a scholarship application
instructions and checklist
can be found onl ine a t
LoneStar.edu/scholarships-
cyfair.
Some scholarships have

only a minimum GPA re-
quirement. Some are ear-
marked for students en-
rolled in certain programs
such as business, nursing,
radiography, sonography,
ma c h i n i n g t e c hno l o g y,
welding and inspect tech,
drafting, engineering tech-
nology or alternative teach-
er certification. Some are
for students demonstrating
a financial need. Some are
for students enrolled part-
time, full-time or seeking a

bachelor’s.
LSC-CyFair’s f inancia l

aid staff can assist students
with the scholarship appli-
cation process as well as
completing the Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA.)
Fo r s cho l a r sh ip a s s i s-

tance, contact Quintero at
281.290.3226 or in office
142A of the registration
and admissions area in the
Learning Commons build-
ing located at 9191 Barker
Cypress. At LSC-Fairbanks
Center, 14955 Northwest
Freeway, contact Vanessa
Williams at 832.782.5016
or office 121 of the regis-
t r a t i on and admi s s i on s
area. For information, go
to LoneStar.edu.

Free New
Student
Orientations
Continue at
LSC-CyFair
Take a tour, learn about

campus programs, meet with
an advisor, choose a sched-
ule and register for fall class-
es at Lone Star College-Cy-
Fai r’s f ree New Student
Orientations.
“During orientation, stu-

dents will meet student lead-
ers, faculty and staff; learn
their way around campus
and find out about all the
student services and aca-
demic programs available at
LSC-CyFair,” said Christine
Timmerman, Director of

Outreach and Retention.
“Students will also have a
chance to receive academic
advising and to register for
classes.”
Timmerman said based on

feedback from those attend-
ing May and June sessions,
students feel less confused
and more excited about the
first day of class. Parents
were appreciative and said
the orientation was informa-
tive and an excellent experi-
ence.
Early New Student Orien-

tations are set Tuesday and
Thursday with morning, af-
ternoon and evening ses-
sions available through Aug.
26. Transfer Student Orien-
tations (for students trans-
ferring credits from another
college or university) are set
July 13 and Aug. 12. Non-

traditional Student Orienta-
tions are set for July 20 and
Aug. 3. Family Orientations
( for parent s and fami ly
members of new students)
are set at various times Tues-
days and Thursdays through
Aug. 24. Veterans Orienta-
tions are set July 15 and
Aug. 17.
All sessions are free, but

space is limited and students
must pre-register online at
LoneStar.edu/cyfair-orienta-
tion to receive a confirma-
tion with room location and
parking information.
Orientation sessions will

be held at the Barker Cy-
press campus at 9191 Barker
Cy p r e s s Ro a d a t We s t
Road.
Call 281.290.3430 or e-

ma i l c f ou t r e a ch@ lone s-
tar.edu for information.
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Inside and out,
we’re building

everything for kids.
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